“Traffic Lighting for Biking and Hiking”
Travel and tourism will rebound and could improve if properly
managed.
The issue will not be how to attract tourists and
recreational land users to rural areas, but how to prepare for the
multitude of people and manage the area s
 ustainably.

Understanding t he Problem
World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) recognises traveller preferences and
behaviours have shifted towards the familiar, predictable, and trusted. With
tensions rising between land owners and users over the safe sharing of land,
from farms to forests, the post-Covid surge of tourism to rural areas is likely to
raise these tensions. Whether for safety reasons during hunting season or
during sensitive farming activities such as lambing. Communicating what is
happening on the land is key to a healthy relationship between land owners and
users.

The Evidence for d
 emand in Scotland and Norway
The Scottish government published news on the 19th March 2021 on how to
prepare for increased visitor numbers this summer. A multiagency Visitor
Management Steering Group has published a list of actions to ensure rural
communities are prepared. The work comes after countryside hotspots in
Scotland saw a marked increase in tourists last year, resulting in various issues for
rural areas.
In Norway, a recent academic research paper also recognised the goal may be
the same when it comes to hunters and mountain bikers. A solution: “to channel
traffic to special areas or special times, but with no sanctions if the information /
advice is not followed”.

A solution must be designed to reduce the potential for conflict, strengthen the
area's attractiveness and safeguard the right of public access and landowner
interests. The World Travel and Tourism Council recently published a recovery
report, putting forward recommendations that will support the sector now and
build its resilience into the future. Two of the four recognised trends we
incorporated into our proposal:
●
●

Innovation and Digitisation
Sustainability

Land USe Scotland
● In 2017, there were 51,356
agricultural holdings, with the
total area equating to 74 per
cent of Scotland's total land
area. There was also a further
584,062 hectares of common
grazing not included in these
census results.

Land Use Norway
● For the first time in history,
there are now less than 40,000
farms in operation in Norway.
The
latest
figures
from
Statistics Norway show that
there are 38,633 agricultural
holdings in Norway as of 7
January 2021.

Sustainable Development
There is a global demand for sustainable development solutions. As people flock back to
our beautiful rural areas, we want to make sure these communities are ready to welcome
back increased visitor numbers. Developing rural tourism in ways where the supply of
tourist facilities and experiences is appropriate to the needs of the host community, the
environment and the local suppliers, and where it also matches the requirements of
tourists on the demand side.
This app aims to align with the 17

Who?
●
●

Land owners. Focussing on Farmers and land managers
Land users / tourists Including mountain bikers and hikers

User Profiles:

The Solution
An app that gives land owners a quick and easy way to notify tourists about key
activities in the area they are visiting. E.g. Lambing, Forestry and hunting.
Landowners can be prepared for when travel and tourism reopens. Tourists are
better informed meaning less confrontation with landowners as they
understand the real reasons behind limited or seasonal access. R
 eduction of CO2
as no signage will be required, and reduces urbanisation of the country side. 

The App - Key Features
●

An interactive map that notifies tourists of key
activities when they visit a specific area e.g. lambing,
forestry and hunting.

●

Pinpoints inaccessible areas to tourists and offers
alternative routes offered and reasons why.

●

Ability for land owners to manage sites sustainably
and effectively e.g. campfires and wild camping.

●

Membership fee for land owners - £10 per year
subscription, free for land users, for example hikers
and bikers.

●

Members of the app will not be able to block out a
zone as red for the whole year. Only 50% of the year
will be allowed to be put into the ‘red zone’. This is to
ensure there is not a misuse of the feature.

●

Can involve businesses to help build a sustainable
platform to continue to develop relationships and
promote responsible access.

Further Development
The app can be further developed by inputting more information on the map, this
could be to highlight public facilities such as safe campfire sites, viewpoints or
points of interests. It can also be further developed by being used in countries other
than Norway and Scotland and in the m
 arine and coastal environment. It is
relatively easy to further develop it to other countries, it is a matter of adding
additional maps, adapting the language and marketing it.
We will run a pilot program in localised areas, allowing us to test the apps feasibility before
applying to larger / regional areas. We will continue to engage with land owners and land users
such as hikers and mountain bikers. We will use social media (including local groups where true
issues are raised) and key contacts to roll out the pilot program. For wider influence utilising
membership networks like the National Farmers Union and the Norwegian Tourist Association.

